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Guyana in 1847 was making history.
The first railway on the South American
continent was nearing completion in this
Colony, only three years after the construction in
the United Kingdom of the first “general-
purpose”  iron railway in the world. Only thirteen
years prior to 1847, in 1834, had slavery been
abolished. Just five years before 1847, Stabroek
Market was opened in 1842, and a mere three
years before, in 1844, Georgetown became a
city.

It was to this environment of on-going
development that, in 1847, six Ursuline
Religious and two postulants (women who want
to join the convent) came to British Guiana,
even though their families were, very naturally,
alarmed when they heard of this dangerous
undertaking to a far-off tropical country, and
used every argument to dissuade them. Sr Mary
Regis’  father accompanied her to the ship, where
he took a final farewell of his daughter. The six
professed Foundresses were Mothers Mary
Bernard Perry, Mary de Sales Molony, Mary
Magdalen Doyle, Mary Regis O’Brien, superior,
Mary Stanislaus Hearne and Mary Alphonsus
O’Beirne. The
two postulants
later would be
known as Sisters
Mary St Rose
Tierney and
Veronica Gavin.
Sr Mary Rose
would die only
five years later
in the Colony,
being only
twenty-five, and
Sr Veronica
would follow her
six years later. These women would use often
this railway, completed in 1900 to Rosignol,
crossing the Berbice river to New Amsterdam,
where the second convent was established in
1897.

They left the Ursuline Convent in
Athione, Ireland, at the request of Bishop Hynes,
OP, Vicar Apostolic for British Guiana, who had

actually been the first Catholic priest to arrive in
1825. These nuns, in keeping with the original
mission of their Order - the education of young
girls - were to provide Catholic Education for
the children of the Colony. On a sailing vessel
for nearly five weeks, these valiant women were
glad to set foot on dry land on July 1, 1847.
Their long voluptuous black serge habits did not
deter their efforts to settle in this new mission!
Not even stopping at their expected place of
residence after their long journey, they were
conveyed in carriages to the Presbytery
adjoining the Church of the Resurrection where
they resumed their religious habit and
immediately went to the Church which was
thronged by the faithful. They were greeted at
the church door by Bishop Hynes who escorted
the Sisters to a private gallery prepared for their
reception. After singing a hymn of thanksgiving,
the “Te Deum”, the Bishop read a Papal brief
from Pope Pius IX, giving permission to estab-
lish a monastery in Georgetown.

To their dismay, the Sisters could not
immediately occupy the house in Camp Street
that had been purchased for them. The Bishop

and priests
kindly loaned
their home at
Meadow
Bank where
the Sisters
stayed for
about two
months.
While
waiting to
move to
Camp Street,
the Ursulines,
losing no

time, conducted a retreat for about 40 ladies and
began religious education with the poor children.

At last on August 28, their home in
Camp Street was ready for occupancy. Bishop
Hynes had purchased a Dutch-styled house that
became known as St .Joseph’s Convent. Just
over a hundred years later, in 1957, this home of
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the Sisters would be torn down and the present
St Joseph’s Ursuline Convent built.

On the feast of the first South American
saint, St Rose of Lima, August 31, 1847, just a
few days after moving into their Camp Street
residence, the Nuns opened the first Secondary
School in the Colony for girls, with only four
day students, two of whom were non-Catholic.
Shortly after, a few boarders were admitted, and
by January 1848 there were 12 more students.
The early days were full of hardship and
deprivation, for the Sisters lacked sufficient
food. One Sister in later years told how she
would gladly have swept the crumbs off the
children’s table because of her hunger. That
same Sister removed her shoes after school to
make them last longer as the community could
not afford to buy another pair. On one occasion
when the doctor
was summoned to
see one of the
religious who was
ill, he reported to
the Bishop:
“Those ladies are
not sick; they are
slowly dying of
starvation!”  It is
also related that
the Sisters
collected bits of
cardboard and
strong paper, to
make slippers for
themselves to
wear in the house,
in order to save
their good shoes
for school use only.

Struggling to survive, these Irish women
responded generously in 1851 to another of the
Bishop’s requests. He had been visiting the
Public Hospital and found two little children
whose mother had just died. He asked the nuns
to take them in, and on July 2 the Catholic
Asylum for Female Orphans was established,
later called St Ann’s Orphanage. In that same
year St Angela’s School was established to edu-

cate the children at St Ann’s and the poor girls
of the neighbourhood. There were one hundred
students in 1857, but it was not until 1890 that
the school was recognised by the Government.
By 1869 the sisters were caring for forty
orphans.

Among the many difficulties
encountered was a certain anti-Catholic feeling.
A petition of 1856 lays the charge that “ the man
John Orr (Angel Gabriel) publicly abuses our
Religion, our Bishop, and in words uncalled for
and most scandalous has spoken of the ladies of
the Ursuline Convent” .

Four more nuns from Ireland joined the
Community in 1858. These generous women
were Sisters M. J. Bonaventure Jennings, M. J.
Teresa Regan, M. J. Claver Shearman, and M. J.
Joseph Stanford. The arrival of these four young

sisters on 9
June, 1858,
brought new
joy and new
vigour that
eased some of
the difficulties
for the
community.
The first
Guianese
postulant
entered the
Novitiate in
1858, Miss
Charlotte
Gomes, who
was professed
as Sr Mary
Joseph Ursula

in 1861.
As the community grew, so did the

school, and in 1865 the sisters were able to build
a Chapel. This chapel and the nuns choir (place
of worship for the sisters) adjoined the convent
building. After the disastrous fire that destroyed
the Roman Catholic Cathedral in 1913, the
Ursulines opened their Convent Chapel to all
during the rebuilding of the Cathedral.
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By 1869, the number of pupils at St
Rose’s required the building of a large three-
storied school. The building contained a
dormitory for the boarders, most of whom were
from Venezuela, a large classroom and infant
school.

The uniform at this time was everyday
dresses. While the younger girls wore white
knee-high socks with white, brown, or black
shoes with a strap across the instep, The older
girls wore mostly black stockings and matching
shoes. Hats were either Panama or Leghorn,
with a blue veil lowered over the face when
walking to and from school. The outfit was com-
plete with short or medium length gloves.
Talking on the streets was taboo! Mothers
Teresa Agard and
Bonaventure Moran served
as Headmistresses in the
early years of the century.
Bishop Galton gave
religious instruction every
Monday while Mother
Stanislaus Wilkie taught
drill and Mother St Ann,
music. Art was taught by
Mother St. Catherine and
needlework by Mother
Incarnation while Mother St
James
taught handmade lace.
Exhibition of the students’
work was an annual event
appreciated by parents and
friends.

Wanting their
children educated in their
native language, the
Portuguese endeavoured to
have the Ursulines open St
Philomena’s School around
1870. This school closed its
doors thirty years later, but
again attempted to have classes in Portuguese in
1915. This lasted only a few years. The building
later became the biology laboratory for St
Rose’s and became known as “Loreto”  house.

1876  This was the year that nearly
meant the end of the Ursulines in Guyana, what
would have been twenty-nine years of the
Foundation, and not the one- hundred and fifty
we have such reason to celebrate today.

There were now ten in the community,
but not enough for all the work. In February
1876, Bishop Etheridge sent Mother Stanislaus
Hearne to Ireland to plead for continual
reinforcements from the Irish Ursuline Houses if
the Mission were to survive. Though warmly
welcomed, she did not find much
encouragement and she returned to Guiana with
two young sisters from Sligo, sent to help her
pack up and wind up affairs! However, God
wanted this foundation to survive, for on arrival

these two nuns, Sr
Margaret Mary O’Reilly
and Mary Joseph Hutch
saw the needs of the
country. The Bishop
offered all the sisters a
choice, would they go
home to Sligo or remain,
abandoning their future to
Jesus, Mary and Joseph?
The only question asked:
which decision would be
for the greater glory of
God? The community
decided to stay... In the
following years young
women came to join the
Convent from Ireland,
Newfoundland and
Canada, as well as Guiana.

St Ursula’s
School, founded in 1883,
provided education for
Portuguese Catholic girls
and others whose parents
could not afford the fees of
St Rose’s. For those of

illegitimate birth and for children of dark
complexion who could not be admitted to St
Rose’s because the parents of white pupils
would not allow their daughters to mix with the
coloured or Negro girls! Nevertheless, the same
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teachers taught in both schools and provided
quality education. This school was closed in
1934.

Just before the turn of the century there
were requests for foundations in Berbice and
Barbados. In 1890 a Convent and St Mary’s
Secondary School were established in Berbice.
Four years later, a Boarding School, and St
Patrick’s Primary School for poor children in
Barbados were started by a few sisters from
Georgetown. The last survivor of the six
foundresses, Mother Aiphonsus O’Beirne, died
on 3 July, after serving us for 51 years.

A preparatory school, St Joseph’s, for
boys aged four to ten years, was established in
March 1899. Here many of the Colony’s
professional and businessmen began their
education. It flourished for twenty-nine years
until its doors
closed in July,
1928. The
statue of St.
Joseph that
stands at the
head of the
wide steps
leading to St
Rose’s Hall
was a gift to
Mother
Aloysius
Kilgallin by
her old boys on
the occasion of
her Golden
Jubilee.

The
Ursulines,
realising in late
1924 that the school buildings were not adequate
for the five hundred young women enrolled,
added in another three-storied building. This
structure was erected abutting St Rose’s School
in Church Street. It contained a fine auditorium
with graded floor and stage designed by Mother
St Catherine. This was the largest of its kind in
Georgetown for many years. At the end of 1935,
flood lights brought by Mr J. Psaila from

England improved the stage effects. Through the
years this auditorium has been used by other
Catholic schools, Churches and the public, for
concerts, dramatic, and operetta presentations,
meetings and seminar courses. Above the
auditorium was a large dormitory with
classrooms, while, St Agnes’  school occupied
the lower level of the building. The construction
and expansion of the schools was the sole
responsibility of the Ursuline community. Funds
were available through loans from Rome,
England, and the generosity of the citizens of
British Guiana.

Even non-Catholics donated to this
worthwhile ministry of educating the young
people of the colony. It was not until 1957 that
Boards of Governors would help ease for the
Ursulines the burden of financing the schools.

Young
women, in
responding to
the call to serve
the people of
the colony,
travelled from
Ireland and
Canada. Our
beloved Mother
St Brigid, nee
Austin Fahy,
came from
Sligo as a
young woman
in 1921 to enter
as a postulant.
After 59 years
of loving
dedication to
the children,

Sister St Brigid reaped her eternal reward in
1980.

With only forty-four sisters belonging to
this mission and no vocations in five years, the
community joined the Roman Union of
Ursulines in 1927. The Roman Union, started in
1900 at the urging of Pope Leo XIII, is
composed of Ursuline Convents located in many
countries. The Pope felt that the autonomous
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Ursuline convents would survive if they could
share their resources, especially those convents
with personnel and financial needs. Conscious of
the anti-American sentiment in British Guiana,
the sisters requested affiliation with the English
Province. Changes in religious habit were
adopted on 14 July, 1928. In 1933, Mother
Angela Woods was appointed Mother Superior
of the Mission only two years after coming from
England. The
benefit of
exchanging
sisters with
other Provinces
bore fruit in
1930 when
Mother
Alphnosus
Marie Dibbern
came from
New York.
Several years
later she be-
came
Headmistress
of St Rose’s
until 1943.

Box-
pleated
pinafores of blue serge with a white inner blouse
and a blue girdle around the waist was the dress
code in the early twenties. The school badge was
worn on the left shoulder and long black
stockings and black shoes were part of the
uniform. The broad-brimmed white Panama
with navy blue ribbon with the school badge was
also compulsory wear. The subjects studied were
Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, English Gram-
mar, English Literature, French, Latin, History,
Geography and Religious Knowledge. Cricket,
netball and rounders gave rise to much
competition between the classes. Before 1931,
the Prefect and the House Systems were
introduced. The student body was eventually
divided into three groups, each of a different
colour with red, green and blue ties identifying
Brescia (initially St Augustine’s), Merici, and
Loreto (originally St Mary’s or Blue House).

Merici was the family name of the foundress of
the Ursulines, Angela Merici, and Brescia, Italy,
was the city where the Company started in 1535.
Loreto was in honour of our Blessed Mother.
Each schoolhouse was responsible for a
particular fundraising activity during the school
year. In 1934 it was St Mary’s turn to sponsor a
Fancy Dress ball for students of St Rose’s and St
Agnes’ . Merici sponsored Sports at which

Brescia was
victorious. The
Garden Party
was Brescia’s
responsibility
and its success
was due to the
hard work of
everyone in the
school. By 1933
all children, re-
gardless of
religious per-
suasion, race or
language were
accepted at St
Rose’s. The
second floor of
St Ursula’s
became the

Commercial classroom while the lower floor
housed the upper first classes. Hooks

and ropes suspended from the ceiling,
vaulting boxes and horizontal ladders were the
first steps towards a gymnasium in 1935.

Another exciting first in 1935 was the
installation of an electric stove in the nuns’
kitchen! The donor, Mr Moran, the brother of
Mothers Bonaventure and Cecilia Moran, con-
tinued to gift the community through the years
with an electric coffee grinder, roaster and urn.
In later years his generosity would finance the
rebuilding of the convent.

The students began learning Gregorian
chant in September 1935 and could sing with the
nuns at the Mass on the Feast of St Ursula on
October 21.

Feast Days of the Superior of the
Convent, the Headmistress and the Boarders’
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Mistress were occasions of celebration for the
students. Each school would provide enter-
tainment and present
spiritual as well as
magnificent tropical
floral bouquets.
Refreshments of cake
and ice cream were
given to the students
by the Superior on
these occasions. In
later years Sports Day
for the High School
followed the
morning’s festivities.

In 1936 the
civil authority sent
police to guard all
Catholic properties against possible attacks from
the Negroes. They were discontented with the
Italian victory in Alysium and associated the
Catholic Church with the government of Italy. In
later years the police would not be so solicitous.
Instead they would enter the grounds armed
against a Headmistress.

Conscious of their motto “Serviam”, the
students began what was to develop into a long
lasting tradition. Reaching out to the less
fortunate, especially at Christmas with gifts,
clothes and food, would permeate each
generation of young women at St Rose’s.

With the request of King George VII for
special prayers for Peace for the World, the
Rosary for peace was started in August 1939 and
was more urgently recited when England
declared war on Germany. Conscious of the seri-
ousness of the situation, especially when
‘blowout’ , the blackout of all lights, was
rehearsed in preparation for war, school life
continued with its usual schedule of classes and
activity. The tolling of the chapel bell would
signal an air-raid practice. Everyone walked
silently to the “salle”  and lay flat until the “all-
clear”  sounded. Both Senior and Junior
Cambridge results were good through the war
years. Often the students sat eight or nine
subjects. By 1941 provision had to be made to
accommodate the increased number of bicycles

ridden to school. Part of the vegetable garden
was taken for new bicycle stands. That same

year students and
teachers were
dispensed from
wearing stockings!

The boarding
school continued to
expand and in 1941
children from the top
class of the school in
New Amsterdam
became boarders. By
1946, the boarders’
fee was raised from
$60 to $75 per term.
Every student in the
school paid a lab fee

of $1.50 for the year to provide materials for
experiments.

It was in 1943 that Mother Marie Albert
Wightwick became the Headmistress of St
Rose’s and Mistress of the Boarders. At
Distribution of Prizes in June 1951, the Bishop
gave special tribute to her devoted care and
thanked her for her years in this office. Allergic
to some germ that seriously irritated her skin,
Mother Marie Albert left Guiana for service in
Mexico. Today she lives in New York and is
suffering from that devastating affliction -
Alzheimer’s Disease.

By 1944 the customary half-day for
Saints’  Sports was an acceptable thing. Cricket
test matches were also the occasion of a half-
holiday. The Headmistress’  Feast Day was the
occasion for trips to the West Bank of the
Demerara River to Captain Coghlan’s
“Shamrock Villa” .

The disastrous fire in the business
quarters of Georgetown in 1945 did not dampen
the long-awaited graduation day. Long white
graduation dresses added to the formality of
graduation. Each of the thirteen graduates
carried a bouquet of red roses.

To honour Mother Angela Woods - the
Superior of the Mission, Prioress and teacher -
and her generous contribution to the students in
Guiana, the Angela Woods Scholarship was



� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � 
 ���� ����

� �� �� �� �
� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �  
 � � � � ! 
 
 � � � � ! 
 
 � � � � ! 
 
 � � � � ! 


© Copyright 2004 St.Rose’s High School Alumni Association – Toronto Chapter �  http://strosestoronto.org
Article reproduced from the original in the 150th Anniversary Book

“ Together Celebrating 150 Years: The Ursuline Nuns in Guyana and St.Rose’s High School 1847 – 1997”

Could we have a saint here in our midst in
Guyana? Was this nun one? Her fellow
Ursulines and former pupils certainly think
so; but to even open the process of
investigation leading to canonisation is a
long and hard one. Sr. Angela Woods,
O.S.U.

started in 1945. The student with the highest
place at the Junior Cambridge Examinations
whose general conduct was satisfactory, would
receive 2-year scholar-ship. The first awardee
was Yvonne Phillips, 1946- 47.

At the end of this year, on 23 December,
Mother Scholastica England
arrived at about 1:00a.m, and
had a somewhat unusual
greeting in the form of a
slight earthquake which
occurred between 4:24 and
4:28a.m!

Four graduates of St.
Rose’s left the Colony to pur-
sue religious vocations in
1946. Carmelita Gouveia,
Joan Gomes and Patsy
Fernandes entered the
Ursuline Order and Elaine
D’Ornellas joined the Corpus
Christi Carmelites. These
women continued to devote
their lives to the kingdom and
are known as Sisters
Carmelita, Marie Thérèse,
Angela and Rose Magdalen
respectively, all serving the
Caribbean today in 1997.

Celebrating 100%
Senior Cambridge passes,
four with first class, a sixth form was attempted
in 1946. Students could study French Literature
with Mother Scholastica England, and Physical
Geography and Biology with Mother Gabrielle
Priaulx. There was a brand new Biology
laboratory housed in Loreto, a separate small
cottage that used to be St Philomena’s school.

One or two dramatic presentations a
year was the norm at St Rose’s. In 1938, Father
Goodwin, S.J. directed Dickens’  Christmas
Carol. Some of the productions in the 1940s
were The Seven Sisters or Pleiades operetta,
Little Women, Pride and Prejudice. In the early
1950s, The Miser by Moliere L’Avare, with Fr
Earle, S.J directing, She Stoops to Conquer and
Michael by Tolstoy, were among the
productions that received excellent reviews in

the local newspapers. A performance was
always given for the poor of the city.

1947: 100 Years  Centenary celebrations
of the Ursulines in Guyana were celebrated in
July, 1947, because of the school holidays. “The
Labours and Influence, etc. of the Ursulines in

this Colony during the Past
Hundred Years”  was broadcast
by Miss Bridget Jardine.
Leading articles on the same
subject were published by the
‘Chronicle’  and ‘Argosy’ . The
students, nuns and friends of
the Ursulines celebrated on 14
July with a High Mass. Bishop
Weld was the presider and St
Rose’s girls helped the
community choir with the
singing. The Sacred Heart
monument, a memorial to the
six Irish Foundresses, was
garlanded with wreaths. As part
of the celebration, a hundred
poor people were served dinner
by the Ursulines. To mark the
occasion, Fr Feeney presided at
the Eucharistic liturgy wearing
an 100 year-old green vestment
given to Bishop Hynes, O.P.

The Centenary Pageant
– A Hundred Yesterdays”  - ran

for three performances.
It depicted the founding of the Ursuline Order
by Angela Merici in 1535, and its spread to the
New World with emphasis on the work in
British Guiana. The arrival of the Ursulines in
Georgetown in 1847 gave six schoolgirls the
opportunity to dress up as nuns!

Cancelled by rain, the Garden Party this
centennial year turned into a reception in the
hail. Over 700 persons overflowed from the hall
to adjoining classrooms and veranda. The Militia
Band was in attendance and the singing of
Serviam at six-thirty p.m. closed this celebratory
reception.

The Old Girls’  Association entertained
the Sisters in the hall with music on the piano,
song and recitation on 28 August, the actual
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foundation date. Earlier they had treated the
Sisters to ‘high tea’  with ice cream and cake.
This was the year that the white habit replaced
the black serge worn by the sisters. Mother
Francis Needler became the Headmistress of St
Angela’s government school in 1948, and
Mother Mary Stanislaus Wilkie the Superior of
the Mission. St Rose’s girls
presented their
Headmistress, Mother Marie
Albert Wightwick, with a
handsome pedestal for the
statue of St Rose.

The feeling of
transition in all colonies at
this time made the Ursuline
community commit
themselves to actively foster
vocations. We should not
depend on Europe or
America for sisters.
Nevertheless two American
Ursulines, Mothers Thérèse
St Onge and Celeste Coeur
joined the school in 1950.
Mother Thérèse, who is in
the present Ursuline
community today, arrived
unannounced at the sagging
convent building in the night
of Valentine’s Day, 1950.
She had had a fearful three-hour taxi ride from
the airport over the bad roads, since the cable to
announce her arrived after her!

A weak beam in the foundation of the
convent also jolted the sisters in 1950.
Discussions were held about replacing their
hundred-year old convent, a building so unsafe it
might have fallen in a high wind.

Mother Scholastica England who was on
the teaching staff succeeded Mother Marie
Albert as Headmistress in 1951.

St Rose’s in the 1950s needed once
again to expand to accommodate all who sought
admission. How to meet the costs of a new
school building and a new convent? School fees
could be raised but should not be higher than
Bishop’s, or parents would be encouraged to

send their children there, Since the boarding
school was a financial loss it was closed in
September 1953. Meanwhile to accommodate
the increased enrollment, the boarding school
dormitory was converted into four classrooms
and the former dressing room became a
laboratory.

The sisters typically
decided to expand the school
before replacing their convent.
Before driving the foundation
piles for a new school
building, the old convent had
to be propped up for fear that
it would not withstand the
process!

There was great
rejoicing throughout the
Colony for the Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II in 1953.
Medals for the Coronation
were given to each student.
Public Buildings and large
stores were decorated and
illuminated and a week of
holidays for schools marked
this historical event. St Rose’s
school took part in the parades
and Pageants.

Lady Savage
accompanied by the governor,

Sir Alfred Savage, opened the Annual Fair in
1953. In expressing her hope for a great success,
and, announcing to those gathered that the
objective of the Fair was a building fund, Lady
Savage alluded to the excellent work done by
the Ursulines.

A few days later St Ursula’s building
was dismantled to be replaced by the new
structure. Late September, the Loreto building
housing the former laboratory was taken down
to make room for the new building. While
structures were being dismantled the staff was
increasing by two familiar people, Mothers
Carmelita Gouveia, who had returned in 1952,
and Angela Fernandes, who arrived July, 1953.
Dramatic productions contributed to the building
fund during those years. Back from Siam
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(Thailand), Mother Marie Gabrielle was once
more producing plays.

In 1953, Quality Street was a success
with the major roles performed by former pupils.
The Merchant of Venice in 1954 not only
received great reviews but was a financial
success netting $900. In 1955 a crowded house
enjoyed Richard of Bordeaux and the same kind
of success for The Barretts of Wimpole St was
repeated in 1956. The three performances of The
Rivals saw a packed house in 1957.

Rumours and newspaper announcements
of the abolition of Dual Control of Elementary

schools caused much consternation in the
colony. In September 1953 the Catholic
Teachers met in the Hall to discuss the best
means of opposing this proposed change. All of
St Rose’s teachers were present.

On the Feast of St Angela, 27 January
1954, Father Richard Lester Guilly, S.J.,
accompanied by nuns and students, blessed the
site and workers of the new school build
ing. Shortly after, Lourdes Grotto was
demolished to make room for the building. Our
Lady’s statue was placed in the new site
prepared in the centre plot facing the boarders’
dining room where it can be found still.

The Ursulines were carrying the burden
of three schools and St Ann’s Orphanage.
Mothers Bonaventure and Cecilia Moran’s
brother left a large legacy to them. It was

decided to use this money for the convent. The
funds for the school would be borrowed. The
new convent would be strong and modest having
a concrete foundation of hollow clay bricks and
greenheart. Build modestly, economize and do
something for the school was their decision in



� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 	 �
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � 
 ���� ����

� �� �� �� �
� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 �  
 � � � � ! 
 
 � � � � ! 
 
 � � � � ! 
 
 � � � � ! 


© Copyright 2004 St.Rose’s High School Alumni Association – Toronto Chapter �  http://strosestoronto.org
Article reproduced from the original in the 150th Anniversary Book

“ Together Celebrating 150 Years: The Ursuline Nuns in Guyana and St.Rose’s High School 1847 – 1997”

1952. Mr. Carl Mc Cowan, the husband of
Kathleen Mc Cowan, a past pupil of St Rose’s,
was engaged as the architect.

Just as the school building was being
completed, ground was broken on 11 February
1954 for the new convent block, and on 10 April
1956, the old convent building was auctioned.
The highest bid of $1,500 was unacceptable
since the value was $2,000. On April 30, two
purchasers paid the amount and the work of
demolishing this home of the sisters was
completed by May 31. The old church, nuns’
choir and infirmary were demolished by 3
October 1956. Priests took statues, pictures and
church furniture for the mission parishes. When
the bell was removed from the old belfry, it was
discovered that the date embossed on it was
1745, and there was also the Ursuline motto,
“Soli Deo Gloria”  and the "Fleur de lys” .
Around the lip was a wreath of vine and wheat.
After slight repairs, the bell was once more
raised to ring out the Angelus and the call to
prayer.

However, by May 1957, the sisters
could not meet the contractor’s fees for several
months and the bank was unwilling to extend
more loans. With the Ursuline Provincial
recommending the stoppage of construction, the
sisters sought advice from the Bishop. He
promised to help: Several months later, Mother
General in Rome sent a large gift and gave
permission to borrow a substantial amount in
installments from the Royal Bank of Canada.
These installments would meet the contractor’s
payments. The Marian Wing was $39,000
beyond the expected costs.

Several changes occurred in the summer
months of 1954. Bishop Weld resigned and was
replaced by Richard Lester Guilly, S.J., Bishop
Vicar Apostolic of British Guiana and Barbados.
At the opening Mass for the new school year,
Bishop-Elect Guilly strongly urged the students
to begin the new year with “steady work now
and not wait until a few weeks before the
examinations.”  That October, Mother Ignatius
O’Flynn arrived from England to be the new
Headmistress of St Rose’s. For the Superior’s
feast, a shower of kitchen utensils and $100

were presented for the Domestic Science Room
in the new building. The Marian Year closed
with the crowning of the statue of Our Lady in
the Hall by the headgirl, Beatrice Fernandes,
who is today an Ursuline nun in the local
community.

Reverend Mother Stanislaus Wilkie
conducted the Bishop, Governor and Lady
Savage through the new building, the Marian
Wing, before its official opening at 5:00 p.m.on
4 May 1955. Parents, benefactors, past pupils,
members of religious congregations, contractors,
Wilson & Ricketts, and architect, Carl Mc
Cowan, Ursulines and students all gathered for
the unveiling of the plaque at the main entrance
of the building commemorating this event. The
workers too were present, and the Bishop called
attention to them. Amid a round of applause he
paid tribute to their craftsmanship. The senior
girls sang the Veni Creator, Magnificat and
Serviam between the various speeches. Over one
thousand persons inspected the new classrooms
that afternoon!

By 1955, the Hall was too small to
accommodate all the parents for Prize Giving.
This year ushered in a separate Prize Giving
evening for the junior and senior classes.
Graduation Mass and the blessing and
distribution of the school rings were part of
school leaving for seniors.

In September 1955 the Sixth Form was
revived, some classes at St Stanislaus were
shared, and in 1957 the young men began
coming to St Rose’s for classes.

It was during these years after the open-
ing of the Marian Wing that a spacious Library
cum Reading Room was established on the first
floor of the old school building. The two
classrooms on the same veranda were converted
into a long-desired Art Room and comfortable
Staff Room. Besides the Sixth Form G.C.E “A”
Level, a Commercial Sixth was introduced at
this time. The number of students pursuing
further education and professional training
increased significantly, perhaps as a result of the
intellectual stimulation at this level.

Another innovation was the formation of
a Literary and Debating Society and the rebirth
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of the school magazine. The members of the
Literary and Debating Society were exposed to
‘guest’  speakers on a variety of subjects, poetry
readings and impromptu talks. Marilyn Leung
Trotz remembers the sweet joy of their
triumphant victory over the powerful Queen’s
College team led by Walter Rodney and sup-
ported by David Spence and Carl ‘Bobo’  Young.
The topic proposed by the St Rose’s team was
“Religion has contributed more to mankind than
Science” . For Marilyn, leading her team mates,
Marilyn Li Cox and Joy Smith to victory was
one of the crowning achievements of her school
career, for Q.C. was invincible in
those days.

The
increased
number of
students
necessitated
the formation
of another
House.
Cologne was
added to the
three existing
ones. Cologne
is the city
where St
Ursula and
her
companions
supposedly
were buried
after being
massacred by
the Huns. Later on Lima was added. Lima is in
honour of the school’s patroness, St Rose of
Lima, who was the first canonised South
American saint.

Reading of Marks at the end of every
term continued to be a formidable experience for
the students. No one dared to be out of uniform.
The navy blue box-pleated skirt with a deep V
on the front of the bodice and a white break
neck, short-sleeved shirt was quite attractive for
a uniform Not very popular was the navy beret

with the pompon worn always in public. Public
commendation to those who did well or
admonition for poor grades could be expected as
one took up position on the clearly demarcated
grade on the floor of the Hall. Much joy and
satisfaction were the experience of those who
received gold bows for academic achievement
and/or blue bows for exemplary conduct.

A special events uniform was also
introduced in 1956. A full pleated all-white skirt
with a long-sleeved blouse, tucked in the front
and buttoned in the back, together with white
socks and shoes made their appearance on very
special occasions. The games outfit consisted of

navy blue
culottes
with
compulsory
navy
knickers
and a white
shirt. White
socks and
‘yachtings’
were worn.

St
Rose’s in
1957
competed in
a country
choral com-
petition and
won the

Championship Cup. This Cup was presented by
Princess Margaret and would be retained by the
school for two years. Participating in the
Musical Festival Competition for several years,
St Rose’s proudly brought home a first in Class
A and a second in Class B in 1958.

At long last the construction for the
chapel began on 1 April 1957, and the
foundation stone of dark green Italian marble
with the inscription in gold, was laid on 15
August 1957. The new chapel was blessed by
Bishop Guilly on 15 May, 1958. St Rose’s and
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the other Ursuline schools at-tended the
ceremony. A year later on 20 June 1959, it was
solemnly consecrated under the title of St
Joseph’s Ursuline Chapel.

A Board of Governors was established
for St Rose’s High School in 1957. It was
composed of five members, and their
responsibility was the managing of the school.
As long as the school received a grant from the
Public Revenue, one of the members would be
appointed by the Governor after consultation
with the Chairperson of the Board. The other
members would be appointed by Reverend
Mother Provincial of the Roman Union of the
Order of St Ursula in British Guiana. No
member of the teaching staff was eligible. The
officers were Reverend Mother Provincial or her
delegate as ex-officio chair, a vice-chair and
secretary ap-pointed by Reverend Mother
Provincial. Three members would make a
quorum. An ordinary meeting would be held
once a term. The Ursuline teaching staff would
be appointed by Reverend Mother Provincial
while the Headmistress, in consultation with the
Governors, would appoint the non-Ursuline
teaching staff. The Board would maintain St
Rose’s as a school for girls providing a
progressive course of general education in
accordance with the provisions of the Secondary
School Regulations.

While the Board of Governors
controlled the management of school funds,
determining the fees and method of payment, the
Headmistress would be responsible for the day
to day management of the school. Lay teachers
would have a written contract signed by the
Headmistress. Dismissal of lay teachers would
be by the Headmistress with the consent of the
Governors. The Headmistress could suspend a
lay teacher for misconduct or for good or urgent
cause. The Governors would be notified
immediately so as to take any future action. The
Religious training would include studies in the
Roman Catholic tradition and any pupil could be
withdrawn from these classes by written
communication from parent or guardian. So long
as the school received grants from the Public
Revenue, the Board of Governors would comply

with the Regulations for Government Secondary
Schools and Aided Secondary Schools, 1957.
This governing body actively provided
leadership for St Rose’s until the takeover of the
school in 1976. The last document found of the
Minutes of a meeting of the Board is dated
Wednesday, 28 January 1976. There must have
been many meetings held to discuss the takeover
of the secondary schools. We also know that
school files were destroyed after the removal of
Sister Hazel Campayne as Headmistress, the last
of the Ursuline nuns to head the school.

Finding unannounced visitors on their
grounds, the Sisters installed a wall with a gate
joining the convent building to the Camp Street
wall. The purpose of the wall was to cut off the
path leading to the garden reserved for the
Sisters and for protection in case of riots.
Eventually, in 1965, because of the threat of
bombs being placed in schools, a watch-man for
the Church Street school entrance was hired. A
portress would be in the school porch all day.
Through the years many students enjoyed
rainstorms that closed the schools. Some who
could get through the flooded streets helped
clean out closets while deepening friendships
with their favourite nun. No one thought that the
Sisters might have preferred some free time to
catch up with work or to cope with flooded
corridors, offices and refectory on the lower
floor of the Convent, rather than supervising a
handful of young ladies.

In the spirit of Serviam the students
continued to think of others, especially those
with very little material goods. Gifts, toys and
food were collected especially at Christmas for
families that the classes had adopted. This
generosity never stopped, for even in 1996 the
students of St Rose’s remember the poor at
Christmas. A dinner is prepared and served by
students, and clothing and gifts given to over
100 poor men and women.

Besides through inter-house Sports,
friendship and loyalty were encouraged through
the Fancy Dress Party on Shrove Tuesday, the
various spiritual societies, St Angela’s,
Crusaders and Sodality, and the pilgrimages to
the shrines of Our Lady during the Marian Year.
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Complete involvement for the Garden Party
gave the students a certain sense of
responsibility for and pride in their school.

Throughout the 1960s, leaders of
Churches were concerned with the threat of
communist control of the schools. Bishop Guilly
pleaded with Catholics to implore on this
account to Our Lady of Fatima. Before
Christmas, Christian churches rallied on Bourda
Green to demonstrate opposition of the
Educational Bill that proposed to abolish Dual
Control in Denominational Schools of the
Colony. The Ro-man Catholic and Anglican
Bishops, and Pastors of other religious bodies,
asserted their rights to keep possession of their
schools.

Regular school trips to the Pakarimas
and Rupununi began in The teachers and girls of
St Rose’s were at first tourists. In later years
students and nuns spent several weeks each year
instructing people of these regions
in the faith.

A never-to-be-forgotten week in the
history of British Guiana began on 11 February
1962. There was no school all week. Parades,
demonstrations with pickets and a strike resulted
in the cutting off of electricity and water for
short periods during two of the days. All of this
ended in riots, shootings, many big fires and
excessive looting on ‘Black Friday’ , and
warships, soldiers and marines descended on
Georgetown.

An event that would change so much in
the Roman Catholic Church was the Ecumenical
Council opened by Pope John XXIII on 11
October 1962. In Guiana all church bells in town
and country pealed to herald the opening of what
became known as the Second Vatican Council.
Changes throughout the Church, especially in
religious life, would have far reaching
ramifications for the sisters and their ministries.
Some of the changes to be experienced in the
Ursuline Institute would be the changing of the
habit, no longer being called ‘Mother’ , being
able to visit family and friends and even eating
at the same table with them. Once totally
involved in schools, the Ursulines would
respond to the needs of the church and people

and branch out in a variety of ministries. Here in
Georgetown more emphasis was placed on
religious education and parish work.

On 12 June 1964 was the great tragedy
of the Abraham family. Mr. Arthur Abraham
and seven of his nine children were burnt to
death when their house was set on fire at
midnight. His wife Patricia was badly burned
while his two older daughters, Ann and Diane
escaped. Two sons attended Saints, two
daughters were students at St Rose’s and two
little ones in St Agnes’  school. The Requiem
Mass for the victims was sung by the nuns and
students of the three Catholic secondary schools.

The Ursulines in the meantime were
discerning how they could collaborate with the
lay teachers especially on the spiritual plane.
They believed that their primary responsibility
as a teaching order was to transform the young
women into Christian apostles.

The Minister of Education, the
Honourable Mrs W. Gaskin, addressed the
parents and students at Prize Giving ‘65.
Congratulating those who had very good results,
she remarked on the “ revolution”  which had
taken place during the history of St Rose’s. As a
student she was envious of St Rose’s having a
young nun to teach gymnastics and waited for
one of the Mercy sisters to do likewise at St
Joseph’s. Mrs Gaskin was particularly pleased
with St Rose’s Family Movement, stating that
“ true charity is something deeper than just
handing out money and clothes to the poor.”  She
believed that education of these families was the
greatest benefit to them and suggested that the
Past Pupils’  Association provide scholarships to
underprivileged children.

Lorries departed with Carol singers
bringing Christ to other at Christmas.
Performances were held outside of the
Cathedral, two homes for the poor, and at B.V.
and the Park Hotel on succeeding evenings.

At Government House, during the visit
of Queen Elizabeth, Mother Stanislaus Wilkie,
in responding to the Queen’s questions about her
work, was surprised when the Queen
remembered having driven past the Convent
earlier that day.
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22 May 1966, began Independence
Week Celebration. Bishop Guilly welcomed to
St Rose’s, Archbishop Bruno Torpighiani,
Apostolic Delegate, who was the Pope’s
representative for the Independence Celebration.
A congratulatory letter from Pope Paul VI was
read at the cocktail party which was served by
the Seniors.

Steel bands and choirs were in concert at
Queen Elizabeth Park for the official raising of
the flag of Guyana at midnight on May 25. The
Ursulines raised their own flag as they listened
to the ceremony on the radio. Bombers and
helicopters carrying British, USA, and Guyana
flags flew over the country until only the
Guyana flag was carried over the city.

Conscious of the need for scientific
education, the Board of Governors began
planning for a Physics laboratory. If St Rose’s
was to continue to take its place with the
secondary schools of the Colony, the science
department had to add Physics to the syllabus
which already had Chemistry and Biology. The
present Chem lab was dark and not suit-ably
equipped for experiments. Two labs could be
built on the small playing field occupied by the
Tuck shop. The site finally chosen was blessed
by Bishop Guilly and opened by the Minister of
Education, the Honourable Mrs Gaskin, who
urged the students to make good use of the
opportunities given them.

Many accolades were received by St
Rose’s in 1961. At the Musical Festival the
senior choirs came in first and third respectively
and the junior choir also received first place. St
Rose’s won the Championship for vocal singing
and was awarded three other cups. Another
award was Diane Fonseca’s essay on the Second
Vatican Council and its meaning for us. The
highlight of the year was Margaret Yhap being
acclaimed a Guyana Scholar. There was much
pride and rejoicing at her success.

This year the Graduation Mass with
blessing of rings was changed to the evening so
that parents could be present. Once again the
Graduation Ball was arranged by the Past Pupils.

A new experimental time schedule was
introduced in 1968 at St Rose’s, under the

Headmistresship of Sr Hazel A. Campayne.
School would begin at 7:45am, with a five
minute assembly, five periods in the morning
and three in the afternoon. Another innovation
during these years was a parent/child Mass
followed by a meeting with headmistress and
teachers. Fostering the spirit of Serviam, the
students were being encouraged to reach out to
parishes in need. Meetings were set up with the
parish priests to discuss needs and what response
St Rose’s girls could make.

Once again St Rose’s was lacking
classroom space. The grounds could not tolerate
another structure. Should students be turned
away? The solution this time was to con-vert the
southern wing of the convent into two sixth form
rooms and to build three classrooms above the
Chemistry and Physics labs. Mrs Shirley
Patterson, the Minister of Education, officially
opened these three classrooms in May, 1969. In
her speech, Mrs Patterson stressed the need and
value of education especially in a developing
country. A year later the Convent’s northern
wing was acquired for a canteen and space for
the children at the midday recess. An Ursuline
was employed to run the canteen. The middle
level of the building became classrooms and
later the library was moved to the top level
where it is still housed.

The senior forms as well as the Sixth
Form’s Annual Retreat took place at the B.V.
retreat house instead of the school. Through the
years these days of silence, talks and prayer
helped the young women to appreciate their
relation-ship with God, Jesus and others. The
priest directors always expressed their
admiration and appreciation for the fervour and
openness of the participants.

As the needs of the country became
more evident, the Ursulines responded
especially in the area of youth development. The
Youth Centre had the enthusiastic response of
several of the sisters. Sr Beatrice Fernandes
attended the Youth Conference in Berbice.
Perhaps the germ was planted there, for today
this Ursuline gives of herself untiringly and with
great enthusiasm and creativity to the youth of
Guyana. It was in 1969 that Sr Angela
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Fernandes was appointed the Catechetical
Director for the Roman Catholic diocese. From
this time on, Sisters, with volunteers especially
from St Rose’s, spent some part of their holidays
all over the country, as far as Chinapau, Kato
and Monkey Mountain, instructing the people in
the faith and fulfilling other needs in the
parishes.

At this time the girls of St Rose’s began
participating in a combined ecumenical
Christmas Eve Youth Service on the steps of St
George’s Cathedral, under the auspices of the
Guyana Council of Churches.
Guyana was declared a Co-operative Republic
and the first Republic Day was celebrated on 23
February 1969 The three Catholic high schools
presented ‘Guyanarama’ , a historical
representation in song, mime and dance.

By 1970, St Rose’s staff was making a
great effort to counteract the lack of confidence
in the future of Guyana that was so prevalent.
The vast exodus of persons from all races and
social strata as well as the brain drain was cause
for concern. More emphasis on the total person
was consciously being pursued through the
continued development of a strong sense of
social outreach and strong Christian
personalities. Liturgical celebrations, retreats,
days of recollection, inter-school Christian
living camps, courses, lectures and discussions
on Christian Social teaching all contributed to
the formation of the young women. The ‘Needy
Family’  and the ‘Each-One Teach-One’  projects
also helped to foster a consciousness of serving
one’s country. A patriotic spirit was helped by
trips to the Interior as often as possible to
appreciate its beauty and potential as well as the
challenge of developing their country.

The school Hall continued to be a centre
of activity for the extended community during
the decade of the seven-ties. Among the
activities was St Rose’s School presenting the
Pirates of Penzance, Prize-Giving, dramatic
performances for Carifesta in 1972, Youth with
Music for the Pomeroon flood relief, the 125th
anniversary of St Rose’s. First Born, a
Christmas operetta produced and directed by Fr

Bernard Gardner ran for several nights and was
enjoyed by all.

For the One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth
Anniversary in 1972, the Ursuline Sisters and
their schools celebrated in the Cathedral with a
Tam-Tam Mass. The Silvertones steelband
accompanied the school choir. The Ursulines
were praised for their uninterrupted service to
the people of Guyana, especially in the field of
education.

The school uniform was now a pretty
affair in a variety of pastel colours (pink, blue,
green, yellow and lilac). Two styles were a dress
or a skirt with a top sporting a white dickey
collar. The juniors had a knife- pleated skirt, the
seniors box pleats, while the Sixth Form wore
A-line skirts. Easy to keep clean, these uniforms
were also cool. When all together, the school
body resembled a garden of beautiful flowers.

A special place was inserted in the
timetable for service to the less fortunate. The
Needy Family and Each-One-Teach-One
projects continued. Agriculture, Technical
Drawing and the Hinterland Development
Program (FIDP) be-came part of the curriculum.
One of the innovations was the introduction of
young men into
the school in 1975. At first these students were
accepted for the first, second and sixth forms
with one individual for the fourth. What was it
like to have co-education in a school whose
tradition of single-sex education was over one
hundred and twenty-five years old? Young men
came from Bishop’s, Queen’s, St Joseph’s and
Central to participate in the exciting HDP. The
enrollment in 1972 was 679, and by 1974 it was
700, of which 50.5 percent were Roman
Catholic.

Taking a much earned sabbatical to
pursue graduate work in Education Psychology
at the University of Toronto, Sister Anthony was
given a scholarship by the Canadian
Commonwealth. She left the school for 1972-73
in the capable hands of Mrs Urmia Cummings,
as acting Head.

Another first for St Rose’s was the
formation of a Steel Band, sponsored for three
years by Mr. John Fernandes. The attic was
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converted with air-conditioning into a practice
room. The Bank of Guyana funded the
soundproofing.

Another development and of much
concern was the introduction of National
Service. Much thought was given to the
explanation of this to anxious parents. One
Ursuline, Sister Christopher Spencer,
participated with other teachers in the training
process.

There were 164 in the Volunteer Cadet
Corps. A request was made to have the training
incorporated into the school programme, as
many aspects of the National Service
programme were already part of St Rose’s
course of studies.

The seventies was another decade of
changes, one of which, the most far-reaching of
all, would result in the gradual destruction of
fine buildings and an excellent education
programme. This was the take-over of all the
schools by the Government. Education would be
free for every citizen. Besides the quality of
education being affected, the staff would feel its
impact. The present staff would remain while
any new staff would be dealt with by Mr Agard
from the Ministry of Education. The present
system of enrollment would remain for the time
being. A settlement of liabilities was prepared
including G$6, 500 per month in rent to the
Ursulines for the buildings, but only G$2,000
per month was paid by the Government to the
Ursulines for very many years. Religious
Education was changed to Social Studies. In
September, 1976, all schools became State-
controlled. Three Ursulines remained at St
Rose’s. Today in 1997, twenty-one years later,
the rent paid is still a mere G$8,000 per month
for all of St Rose’s and St Agnes’  school
buildings!

To plan for these changes, Sr Angela
Fernandes, Provincial of the Ursulines, met with
the sisters to get ideas for her to know in what
direction to move. How much longer were the
Ursulines likely to remain at Camp Street? A
move did not seem to be in the foreseeable
future as the Government had no funds or was
not in a position to offer an ad-equate

compensation for the property. What to do about
St Ann’s Orphanage? Why stay when intruders
were often found in the convent buildings? How
will the Church function when the Government
takes over the schools?

In the ensuing years there were many
shortages in the country. One of the most felt
was the shortage of cooking gas. The Nuns and
other fortunate persons counted their blessings,
as they had kerosene burners, and electric hot
plates, for those occasions when the electricity
supply happened to be on.

In February six North Korean instructors
took children to practice during the school day
for ‘Mass Games’ . Parents were loud in their
protest, to no avail.

On 18 June 1980, St Rose’s had its own
devastating and long-lasting tragedy. Sr Hazel
(Mary Anthony) Campayne was interdicted from
duty as Headmistress. The school grounds the
following day were regularly invaded by
officials from various Government ministries.
Armed police were stationed at St Rose’s school
gates, perhaps waiting to arrest this Nun if she
dared set foot on the premises. Four bomb scares
the following week added to the fear and distress
of the entire school. The children and staff
defied all regulations and protested this injustice
by marching publicly. Students from St Joseph’s
and St Stanislaus also joined St Rose’s in this
protest. Some of the girls were threatened with
rape and their parents had to send them out of
the country.

The new head of St Rose’s took office
on 28 August 1980. Walter Alexander made
history at St Rose’s by becoming the first non-
Ursuline, non-female leader of this school with
its long history of excellence and tradition. The
Ursulines decided to have cordial relations with
the Headmaster. They learned from him of his
interest in a school with such a long tradition,
and that he did not see why the statues and
crucifixes should be removed from the
buildings. He felt that these objects would
continue to remind the students of their Creator.
Mrs Urmia Cummings, Deputy Head, retired.
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As has become the norm since 1980, St
Rose’s opened in September without a timetable
and insufficient teachers.

The Ursulines, wanting to keep in
contact with past pupils, in January 1981 invited
all Past Pupils to an afternoon with the sisters,
their families and friends. At the Annual General
Meeting of the Past Pupils in April that year, the
nuns were invited to the luncheon. Celebrating
fifty years, the Association had a Mass of
Thanksgiving. Pride in all their
accomplishments during the half-century was
seen in an exhibit of mementos, and photographs
dating back to the first days of the school. These
treasures were of special interest to Headmaster
Alexander and a large group of students.

Bomb scares occurring in the staff room
added to the tension and fear felt by many of the
Guyanese. What effect was this having on the
school? The school personnel were trying to
keep everything as normal as possible. A special
holiday was given in 1982, on 24 February, for
the 1981 Guyana Scholarship Award to Gale
Arlene Lee in the Arts Stream. The Garden
Party’s resounding success would help with on-
going expenses in the school. The Art
Department’s high standards were given
recognition when of the nine Guyanese students
who received awards for their work in the 15th
International Children’s Art Competition held in
Tokyo, seven were from St Rose’s; Gifford
Cheefoon won his second gold in two years.

In March 1982, fifteen dismissal letters
were received at St Rose’s. Eleven were for the
support staff including the janitor, groundsman,
handyman, bursar, typist and cleaners. The
physical building felt the effects of this layoff
immediately.

The spiritual atmosphere was not
entirely lost with the departure of the Ursulines
from St Rose’s. By December 1983, the students
were asking to have a Mass in the chapel. It was
well planned and the attendance was good.
Again in March of the following year, Mass was
celebrated by Fr Montrose, a Guyanese priest
who had recently returned to the country. He
was to become involved with the activities of the
students of St Rose’s and is remembered with

much respect. At least once a year, including
graduation, Mass was requested and planned by
the students. An Ursuline sister was invited to be
guest speaker at several Prize Giving events.

The Headmaster, Mr Alexander, was
transferred, and Merle Maison became acting
Headmistress while Elaine Thomas served as
acting Deputy Headmistress in September.

1985  Confirmed as Headmistress,
Comrade Merle Maison continued the tradition
of promoting excellence in education. However
it was not always easy, and the lack of funds
from the government for the necessary materials
for the well-functioning of a school began to be
felt. The teachers were leaving for better
positions in other countries and those that
remained could barely eke out an existence on
the salary received. Salaries were not on par
with Bishop’s High School and Queen’s
College. It became more prestigious to be
teaching at one of those schools, and teachers
began applying for transfers. Comrade Verbena
Wilburg was seconded from Bishops to act as
Headmistress on the retirement of Merle Maison
on 20 October 1989. Headmistress Wilburg met
with representatives of the Past Pupils
Association to discuss how the Association
could help the school. Her retirement after two
years in 1991 brought a new Headmaster, Henry
Rahaman, to St Rose’s. After two years of
guiding the school, Mr Rahaman was succeeded
by Norma Stephney on 28 November 1993.
Much hope was felt as this Past Pupil of St
Rose’s assumed the responsibility of guiding the
staff and students. Could St Rose’s recover its
reputation of excellence in education? Would
the spirit of Serviam permeate once again the
students so that service to others and their school
would be recognisable characteristics at St
Rose’s? Would the school buildings lose their
‘bombed out’  appearance?

Publishing a School Magazine in 1995
helped the present student body to recognise the
achievements of not only the present students, as
the Magazine recalled a bit of history and gave
the students a sense of tradition and high ideals
for which to aspire.
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All through these difficult years, friends
and Ursuline communities abroad posted barrels
of food and other materials for the sisters to
share out. Many families were fed from this
generosity and the sisters were able to continue
their ministry of serving wherever they were
needed. Active in Youth Work and Parish
formation, the Ursulines continue to serve the
people of Guyana, bring hope and relief to
many. Today in 1997, after nearly two decades
of absence, a single Ursuline nun is once again
voluntarily at St Rose’s, contributing to the
moral formation of the students and participating
in all their functions. Will more Ursulines wend
their way back to St Rose’s in the coming years?
Once again the country is at a crossroads with
the unexpected death of President Cheddi Jagan
in 1977. General elections later this year will
determine whether the country continues on its
upward course of recovery. Continual
development at St Rose’s will occur only with
the continued interest and help of her Past Pupils
and the untiring efforts of the teaching staff
Students will develop strong ties of loyalty only
if their school be-comes again a school of
excellence in promoting the development of the

total person. Will St Rose’s celebrate one
hundred and seventy five years of educating the
young people of Guyana?
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